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Rep. Kane supports bill expanding DCF’s reporting requirements
and establishing a Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights
BOSTON – The Department of Children and Families (DCF) would be subject to expanded reporting
requirements, and would be responsible for implementing a Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights, under
legislation given initial approval by the House of Representatives on July 9 on a vote of 158-0.
State Representative Hannah Kane (R-Shrewsbury) said House Bill 4841, An Act relative to
accountability for vulnerable children and families, would require DCF to develop and update specific
case management policies to improve its operations and to ensure the safety of the children under its
care. The bill would also move the board that investigates the deaths of children in state care from the
Chief Medical Examiner’s Office to the Office of the Child Advocate.
“I am proud to have joined with my colleagues in the House today to approve this critical legislation that
will protect our most vulnerable children in the Commonwealth. The number of child abuse and neglect
cases reported to DCF since the start of the pandemic has dropped sharply, and experts believe that since
children are no longer in school and no longer out in their communities interacting with mandated
reporters such as teachers and coaches, the abuse some children are enduring is not being noticed.
H4841 will help ensure Commonwealth children do not continue to fall through the cracks.
Additionally, I want to thank Suzanne Remington of Shrewsbury, the CASA Champion for Children
2019 Volunteer of the Year, for her keen insights which she shared directly with Rep. Denise Garlick,
who worked hard to hear from all folks involved and impacted with DCF during the development of this
legislation,” remarked Representative Kane.
Among the reporting provisions included in House Bill 4841 is a requirement that DCF file an annual
report detailing the outcomes of children and young adults leaving or aging out of DCF care and
custody, and whether they have secured housing, employment, and post-secondary education. The bill
also requires DCF to report annually on its fair hearing process and cases, and directs the department’s
Ombudsman to annually disclose any questions or concerns received during the previous fiscal year.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the bill requires DCF to analyze and report on various aspects
of the child welfare and education system to understand the novel coronavirus’ impact on vulnerable
children. It also mandates monthly updates on child abuse and neglect reports made to the department,
and directs DCF to develop and implement a public information campaign to increase awareness of
child abuse and neglect during the State of Emergency.

Representative Kane said a centerpiece of House Bill 4841 is the creation of a Foster Parents’ Bill of
Rights, which is designed to articulate specific rights and responsibilities to help DCF recruit and retain
foster parents. The proposed Bill of Rights would require DCF to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

not discriminate against a foster parent on the basis of religion, race, ethnicity, age, physical
ability or other arbitrary factors;
develop and provide standardized pre-service training for foster parents;
provide foster parents with information about the child prior to their placement, including the
child’s physical and behavioral health history, as well as their education needs and daily routine;
give foster parents an opportunity to review DCF’s action plan regarding the child placed in their
home and to discuss the plan with the social worker;
notify foster parents about any court hearings, complaints, and financial supports and services
available to them;
maintain a 24-hour emergency hotline that can be accessed when DCF offices are closed; and
allow foster parents to provide notes to be placed in a child’s file before the child leaves their
foster home that may be helpful to future foster parents.

Representative Kane said House Bill 4841 would also expand the role of the Child Advocate by
providing their office with oversight of the state’s child fatality review team and designating the Child
Advocate as its co-chair, along with the Commissioner of Public Health. The Child Advocate would be
responsible for presenting the findings of all investigations into critical incidents involving the death of a
child who is under state care or receiving state services when there is a reasonable belief that a state
agency failed in its duty to protect the child. The bill would require the Child Advocate to jointly and
simultaneously brief the Governor, Attorney General, Senate President and House Speaker on their
findings at least 48 hours before releasing the results of the investigation.
During floor debate, the House adopted several amendments to the bill, including language:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

directing a special commission currently reviewing the state’s mandated reporter laws to
consider allowing law enforcement to report incidents of suspected child abuse and neglect in
domestic violence cases to DCF;
requiring DCF to staff its emergency 24-hour hotline, to inform foster parents of the hotline, and
to notify foster parents within 30 days if the hotline number is changed;
allowing an adoptive parent who is 60 or older to be considered an “elderly relative” for the
purposes of the state’s Small Necessities family and medical leave act;
requiring DCF reporting to include rates of disproportionality data, including but not limited to
race, ethnicity, gender identity and sexual orientation;
requiring DCF to report on the number of requests for oral interpretation services and written
translation services it receives, broken down by language;
directing the Board of Registration of Social Workers to investigate the barriers prospective
social workers face due to the licensure examination, and to report back to the Legislature by
October 31 with recommendations for eliminating any cultural and implicit bias related to entry
into the profession; and
requiring DCF to report on the activities of its Central and Regional Youth Advisory Boards,
including demographic data, methods of outreach to youth, and the number of youths
participating in the boards’ activities.

House Bill 4841 now heads to the Senate for its consideration.
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