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Rep. Kane Celebrates Carlos Garcia with
Commonwealth Pride Award

BOSTON - On June 17", Representative Hannah Kane celebrated Carlos Garcia with an inaugural
Commonwealth Pride Award, a newly-founded annual event that celebrates the rich accomplishments and
talents of Massachusetts’ LGBTQ+ community.

“Carlos is a leader in Shrewsbury, demonstrating inclusivity, empathy, and commitment to service in each of the
roles he has held in the town. His respectful, informed approach to town government reflects his strong values
and character, and I was pleased, along with Senator Moore, to have the opportunity to nominate him for this
award,” said Representative Kane.

“It’s an honor to be recognized alongside so many LGBTQ+ leaders from across the Commonwealth. Like
many in my community, growing up and coming to terms with my identity were not always easy. I hope that
others in Shrewsbury see this as a celebration of our progress as a community where we are more inclusive and
accepting of one another,” said Garcia.

Carlos Garcia is Shrewsbury’s first openly LGBTQ+ Select Board member, currently serving as Vice Chair. A
lifelong Shrewsbury resident, he also serves as a member of the Shrewsbury Affordable Housing Trust, and
previously served as a member of the Shrewsbury Finance Committee and Town Meeting member. As a Select
Board member, Garcia has supported increased transparency, sustainability, and services for residents. He
graduated from Assumption College with a degree in Psychology and currently works in the Attorney General’s
Office.

For the first time ever, the Caucus was proud to host the Commonwealth Pride Awards: Celebrating LGBTQ+
Excellence on the Hill. The event is slated to occur annually during Pride Month. The event honored 110+
community leaders, each nominated by their state legislators. The group spanned an enormous breadth of
achievement and included public servants, advocates, doctors, authors, filmmakers, educators, historians,
entrepreneurs, and religious leaders, highlighting the collective impact of the LGBTQ+ community.

The Massachusetts LGBTQ+ Legislative Caucus, made up of the Commonwealth’s LGBTQ+ legislators,
advocates for legislation relating to LGBTQ+ issues, provides networking and professional support for
members, and commemorates the storied history of LGBTQ+ political advocacy in Massachusetts. Recent wins
include expanding access to HIV-prevention services, protecting privacy in legal name changes, ensuring
protections for LGBTQ+ students and seniors, and legislation safeguarding legal parentage for adoptive and
other families under the Parentage Act.

Massachusetts has long served as a nationwide leader for LGBTQ+ rights and social justice. In 2004, it became
the first state to grant marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Massachusetts became the first state in the country
to support transgender protections through popular vote in 2018. It consistently ranks highly among U.S. states
and territories in LGBTQ+ rights and social acceptance.
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