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Rep. Kane supports environmental bond bill
Provides municipal funding assistance for PFAS, climate adaptation initiatives

BOSTON - State Representative Hannah Kane (R-Shrewsbury) recently supported a $3.5 billion environmental
bond bill that will make funding available to cities and towns to help them deal with the impacts of climate
change.

House Bill 5510, An Act to build resilience for Massachusetts communities, was engrossed by the House of
Representatives on a vote of 151-0 on June 17. The bill is a redraft of Senate Bill 3064, which passed the Senate
on April 15 by a vote of 36-3.

Representative Kane said the borrowing authorized in House Bill 5510 will assist municipalities in addressing a
variety of environmental concerns such as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substance (PFAS) contamination in drinking
water, the repair or removal of failing dams, and flood risk prevention efforts. Some of the funding highlights of
the environmental bond bill include:

e $315 million for the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness grant program;

e $93.5 million for the design, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, retrofitting, repair or removal of
municipally-owned or publicly-owned dams requiring emergency action or hazard mitigation;

e $75 million for municipal flood risk protection grants;

e $120 million for clean water and drinking water infrastructure investments to address PFAS
contamination of public water supplies;

e $385 million for the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust, which can be used to assist with PFAS
contamination remediation;

e $250 million for coastal infrastructure projects;

e $120 million for conservation and open space initiatives;

e $50 million for municipal grants to support capital investments that address climate mitigation,
adaptation, resiliency and recovery efforts; and

e §$75 million for the MassTrails program.

During floor debate, Representative Kane successfully secured funding for her district, including $200,000 for
the creation of sustainable pocket parks and public green spaces in Shrewsbury. Representative Kate Donaghue
(D-Westborough) and Representative Kane also secured $500,000 for the town of Westborough to replace three
bridges in the Despres Conservation Area, the Bowman Conservation Area, and the Indian Pond Conservation
Area. She cautioned that this funding is only preliminary, and still needs to be worked under the state’s annual
borrowing cap and approved by the Governor’s office before it can be released to the town, a process that could
take multiple years to complete. In addition to funding for local projects, Representative Kane successfully
advocated for the inclusion of language allowing MassTrails grant funding to be used to construct, repair, and
improve canoe and kayak launches at public rivers, lakes, and ponds under the Department of Conservation and
Recreation’s care and control.



Representative Kane noted that the House bill does not include a controversial policy provision contained in the
Senate bill that would ban single-use plastic bags by retailers and limit the use of disposable utensils and other
plastic items in the food service industry. The House bill also eliminates a proposed fee on paint sales approved
by the Senate to fund a statewide paint recycling program.

In terms of policy initiatives, House Bill 5510 calls for the expansion of the community septic management
program and establishes standards for a streamlined permitting and licensing process for eligible municipal
culvert and stream crossing projects. Representative Kane said the bill also requires real estate brokers to
disclose flood risks on online marketing programs identifying whether a residential property is located in a
floodplain so potential buyers understand the possible risks involved in purchasing the property.

Other housing-related issues are addressed in the environmental bond bill. According to Representative Kane,
the bill allocates $50 million for the Healthy Homes Program, which was created in 2024 to help ensure that
homes are habitable and free of health risks such as asbestos, mold and lead. The bill also authorizes the
secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs to expedite the permitting process by allowing certain housing
and natural restoration projects to move forward without requiring an environmental impact report under the
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).

House Bill 5510 also allocates $150 million for food security grants to improve access to nutritious local foods.
In addition to food banks, this grant funding will also be made available to farms, fisheries, farm stands, elder
services organizations and community-supported agriculture farms.

Additional policy amendments adopted during the House floor debate include a repeal of the current ban on
Sunday hunting and the establishment of a statewide mattress stewardship program requiring retailers and
renovators to fund and manage mattress collection, recycling, and disposal through approved stewardship
organizations.

Representative Kane noted the House also adopted language effectively reinstating a pre-1996 state tax policy
by exempting the sale, storage, use, or other consumption of rolling stock — defined as trucks, tractors, and
trailers used by common carriers to transport goods in interstate commerce — from being assessed a sales and
use tax. This change will make Massachusetts more competitive with its neighboring states that already exempt
rolling stock from sales and use taxes.

The House and Senate will now appoint a six-member conference committee to work out the differences
between House Bill 5510 and Senate Bill 3064 and produce a final compromise bill that can be sent to

Governor Maura Healey for her review and signature.

HtH



