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Representative Kane announces passage of spending bill providing
municipalities with winter road relief funding
Fair Share bill also includes a food donation tax credit based on
Representative Kane s legislation

BOSTON - State Representative Hannah Kane (R-Shrewsbury) said the state will provide $100 million in
financial relief to cities and towns to assist with extraordinary snow, ice and winter recovery costs, under a
$1.56 billion supplemental spending bill that was recently finalized and enacted by the House and Senate on
June 5.

House Bill 5470 allocates $1.35 billion in surplus Fair Share surtax revenues and $207 million from the General
Fund to support a variety of education and transportation-related initiatives across the state. The final bill was
negotiated by a six-member conference committee that worked to resolve the differences between earlier
versions of the bill previously passed by the House and Senate.

Approved by Massachusetts voters as a constitutional amendment in 2022, the Fair Share surtax places an
additional 4% surtax on income over $1 million, taxing it at a rate of 9%. The revenue raised is to be used only
for education and transportation purposes.

Representative Kane highlighted language included in the final supplemental budget that will provide $80
million in funding to all 351 cities and towns to help offset the costs communities incurred last winter for snow
plowing; roadway preparation and salting; icebreaking; flooding; the reconstruction and resurfacing of
roadways; damage repair from downed trees; and other unanticipated costs attributed to winter weather
preparation or recovery. This funding will be distributed using a formula based on a community’s total road
mileage, with MassDOT estimating that it would provide approximately $400,734 to Shrewsbury and $252,910
to Westborough.

The supplemental budget also sets aside an additional $20 million that will be made available to communities
that experienced extraordinary weather impact costs compared to other areas of the state during the winter of
2026. Representative Kane noted that the Secretary of Transportation will make the final determination as to
which communities will qualify for this funding.

The supplemental spending plan also includes funding for local initiatives in Shrewsbury that Representative
Kane secured for her district, alongside Senator Moore, including $50,000 for Shrewsbury Public Schools,
$50,000 for special education costs in Shrewsbury, $82,500 for capital expenses at Shrewsbury Public Schools,
and $50,000 for road repair projects in Shrewsbury. The bill also includes $12,500 for the Westborough Public
Library for capital expenses, $50,000 for road and sidewalk improvements in Westborough, and $115,000 for
Westborough for transportation capital expenses that Representatives Kane and Kate Donaghue, along with
Senatore Moore, secured.



House Bill 5470 includes a total of $794 million in transportation funding and $558 million for education
initiatives. In terms of transportation, the bill provides $595 million for MBTA operations, along with $35
million for regional transit authorities to support workforce recruitment and retention as well as capital
improvements. Education-related funding initiatives contained in the bill include $152 million for special
education, $150 million for early education, and $7.5 million for rural schools.

House Bill 5470 also includes a food donation tax credit based on legislation Representative Kane filed. Farms
that donate food to nonprofit food distribution organization will be able to claim a refundable tax credit of up to
$5,000 per year, which will help farms cover the cost of harvesting excess crops while giving organizations that
serve food-insecure residents a source of healthy, locally-produced food. By incentivizing food donation, this
tax credit will strengthen food security while reducing food waste.

The House passed its original version of the supplemental budget on March 18 by a vote of 150-3, while the
Senate approved its version on April 9 by a vote of 35-4.

Now that both branches have enacted the conference committee report, it will be sent to Governor Maura
Healey for her review. She has until June 14 to sign it into law.
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