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Representative Kane votes to rescind prior state Article V

requests for convening a Constitutional Convention
Action will provide safeguards against loss of existing Constitutional protections

BOSTON - State Representative Hannah Kane (R-Shrewsbury) recently voted to pass Resolutions to formally
withdraw all prior applications the state has made to Congress requesting a U.S. Constitutional Convention
under Article V.

Representative Kane said the Resolutions revoke several decades-old and outdated measures previously
submitted by the Legislature, including a 1931 request to amend or repeal Prohibition, which formally ended in
1933. In voting for the Resolutions, she also cited concerns about avoiding a scenario where many longstanding
Constitutional protections, including Second Amendment rights, could be subject to debate and potentially
adverse actions if a Constitutional Convention of the states were to be convened.

House Bill 4692, Resolutions rescinding previous Article V Convention applications, was adopted by the House
on a vote of 155-3 on November 19. A similar Resolution, Senate Bill 2684, was adopted in the Senate the same
day on a vote of 34-4.

Article V of the U.S. Constitution, which was passed in 1787, establishes a process where states can call for a
national convention to offer amendments to the federal Constitution if two-thirds of the states, or 34 states,
request it by submitting applications. Any amendments adopted at the Constitutional Convention would be
subject to a three-quarters vote of the states before becoming effective.

Representative Kane noted that while multiple states, including Massachusetts, have submitted applications for
a Constitutional Convention over the years, the two-thirds threshold has never been reached that would trigger a
national convention. She added that because the U.S. Constitution is silent on the process governing a
Constitutional Convention, the lack of clearly defined guidelines raises concerns that the U.S. Constitution
would be opened up to unanticipated changes that many Massachusetts residents might not support.

Massachusetts is now the 17" state to vote to rescind its previous Article V applications.
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